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We believe comprehensive planning is the best way to provide advice to our clients. Our advisors specialize in Retirement
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To schedule an appointment or refer a friend for a complimentary consultation, call us or click the Schedule Meeting button
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New Vehicle Shortages Drove Up Used Vehicle Prices

Prices for used cars and trucks began to rise at an unprecedented rate in August 2020 after remaining
relatively flat since 2013. As new vehicle production was limited by supply-chain issues, demand for
used vehicles skyrocketed. By June 2021, prices for used vehicles had grown by 45.3% year over year.
After dropping somewhat, they peaked again in March 2022, finally dipping again in April. As new
vehicle production accelerates, used car and truck prices could moderate, though the market may not
recover quickly.

Monthly year-over-year increase in car and truck prices
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Should You Consider Tapping the Equity in Your Home?

With home values skyrocketing recently, your home
may be one of your largest assets. Using home equity
to help finance other financial objectives is a strategy
many people consider, but before doing so be sure
you understand the risks as well as the potential
benefits.

Home equity is the difference between how much your
home is worth, based on current market conditions,
minus your mortgage balance. Let's say your home is
worth $450,000 in the current market and your
outstanding mortgage is $250,000. That means you
have $200,000 in equity.

In most cases, lenders will allow you to borrow up to
80% of your home's value minus your mortgage
balance. In the example above, the total amount you
might borrow would be $110,000 (assuming you

qualify).

It's probably best to be as conservative as possible
when using home equity. There's no guarantee that
your home will maintain its current market value, so
you could end up owing more than it's worth.
Moreover, in the unfortunate event of default, you
could lose your house.

How to Access Home Equity
Generally, there are three ways to access home
equity:

1. Cash-out refinance: In a cash-out refinance, you
would refinance your mortgage for more than what you
owe and take the difference in cash.

2. Home equity loan: With this type of loan, you
would leave your current mortgage untouched and
take out a separate loan against the equity in your
home, with a fixed interest rate and fixed monthly
payments.

3. Home equity line of credit: A HELOC works much
like a credit card. You apply for a revolving credit
amount up to a certain limit and, upon approval, have
access to that money for a specific period, known as
the draw period (usually 10 years). HELOC funds don't
all have to be used right away or at the same time.
You can usually access the funds as needed by writing
a check or using a linked credit card. Interest rates are
variable; required payments will depend on how much
you borrow and the prevailing rate. When the draw
period ends, all outstanding balances need to be
repaid.

Keep in mind that each of these options will have
specific fees, including appraisal fees. A refinance
could also require closing costs, which can equal
thousands of dollars, depending on the amount
borrowed.

The best type of loan will depend on your specific
situation. If you need a fixed amount of money, a
cash-out refinance or home equity loan might be
appropriate. If you need an indeterminate amount over
time or seek an emergency cash reserve, a HELOC
might better serve your needs.

Growth in Home Sales Prices Since 2019

2019 median | 2022 median | Percentage
sales price | sales price increase
U.S. national $250,100 $357,300 42.9%
West $379,200 $512,600 35.2%
Midwest $188,300 $248,900 31.8%
Northeast $273,000 $383,700 40.5%

Source: National Association of Realtors, 2020-2022 (median
existing-home sales data as of February 2019 and 2022)

When Using Home Equity Might Make
Sense

Because you're putting your home at risk, it's important
to think critically and strategically when using home
equity. Are you using the funds in a way that could
reap future financial benefits, such as home repairs
and improvements, helping to pay for a child's college
education, or consolidating high-interest debt? Then it
might make sense. (A loan used for home repairs may
also offer tax benefits; talk to a tax professional.) On
the other hand, it might not be in your best financial
interest if you're thinking of using the money to fund an
extravagant purchase, such as an expensive vacation
or new luxury car.

Home equity loans and lines of credit that are not used
to buy, build, or substantially improve your primary
home (or a second home) are considered home equity
debt; you cannot deduct the interest on home equity
debt. With a cash-out refinance, you can only deduct
interest on the new loan if you use the cash to make a
capital improvement on your property.
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Food Inflation: What's Behind It and How to Cope

As measured by the Consumer Price Index for food at
home, grocery prices increased 3.4% in 2020, a faster
rate than the 20-year historical average of 2.4%.1
More recently, food inflation accelerated by 6.5%
during the 12 months ending in December 2021, while

prices for the category that includes meat, poultry, fish,

and eggs spiked 12.5%.2

Food prices have long been prone to volatility, in part
because the crops grown to feed people and livestock
are vulnerable to pests and extreme weather. But in
2021, U.S. food prices were hit hard by many of the
same global supply-chain woes that drove up broader
inflation.

The pandemic spurred shifts in consumer demand,
slowed factory production in the United States and
overseas, and caused disruptions in domestic
commerce and international trade that worsened as
economic activity picked up steam. A shortage of
metal containers and backups at busy ports and
railways caused long shipping delays and drove up
costs. Severe labor shortages, and the resulting wage
hikes, have made it more difficult and costly to
manufacture and transport many types of unfinished
and finished goods.3

As long as businesses must pay more for the raw

ingredients, packaging materials, labor, transportation,

and fuel needed to produce, process, and distribute
food products to grocery stores, some portion of these
additional costs will be passed on to consumers. And
any lasting strain on household budgets could prompt
consumers to rethink their meal choices and shopping
behavior.

Seven Ways to Master the Supermarket
The U.S. Department of Agriculture expects food
inflation to moderate in 2022, but no one knows for
certain how long prices might stay elevated.4 In the
meantime, it may take more effort and some planning
to control your family's grocery bills.

1. Set a budget for spending on groceries and do your
best not to exceed it. In 2021, a typical family of
four with a modest grocery budget spent about
$1,150 per month on meals and snacks prepared
at home. Your spending limit could be higher or
lower depending on your household income, family
size, where you live, and food preferences.5

To avoid wasting food, be aware that food date
labels such as "sell by," "use by," and "best before"
are not based on safety, but rather on the
manufacturer's guess of when the food will reach
peak quality. With fresh foods like meat and dairy
products, you can usually add five to seven days to
the "sell by" date. The look and smell can help you
determine whether food is still fresh, and freezing
can extend the shelf life of many foods.

3. Grocery stores often rotate advertised specials for
beef, chicken, and pork, so you may want to plan
meals around sale-priced cuts and buy extra to
freeze for later. With meat prices soaring, it may be
a good time to experiment with "meatless" meals
that substitute plant-based proteins such as beans,
lentils, chickpeas, or tofu.

4. Stock up on affordable and nonperishable food
such as rice, pasta, dried beans, canned goods,
and frozen fruits and vegetables when they are on
sale.

5. Select fresh produce in season and forgo more
expensive pre-cut and pre-washed options.

6. Keep in mind that a store's private-label brands
may offer similar quality at a significant discount
from national brands.

7. Consider joining store loyalty programs that offer
weekly promotions and personalized deals.

1, 4-5) U.S. Department of Agriculture, 2021
2) U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2022

N

3) Bloomberg Businessweek, September 15, 2021
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The Potential Benefits of Roth IRAs for Children

Most teenagers probably aren't thinking about saving
for retirement, buying a home, or even paying for
college when they start their first jobs. Yet a first job
can present an ideal opportunity to explain how a Roth
IRA can become a valuable savings tool in the pursuit
of future goals.

Rules of the Roth

Minors can contribute to a Roth IRA as long as they
have earned income and a parent (or other adult)
opens a custodial account in the child’'s name.
Contributions to a Roth IRA are made on an after-tax
basis, which means they can be withdrawn at any
time, for any reason, free of taxes and penalties.
Earnings grow tax-free, although nonqualified
withdrawals of earnings are generally taxed as
ordinary income and may incur a 10% early-withdrawal
penalty.

A withdrawal is considered qualified if the account is
held for at least five years and the distribution is made
after age 59v2, as a result of the account owner's
disability or death, or to purchase a first home (up to a
$10,000 lifetime limit). Penalty-free early withdrawals
can also be used to pay for qualified higher-education
expenses; however, regular income taxes will apply.

In 2022, the Roth IRA contribution limit for those under
age 50 is the lesser of $6,000 or 100% of earned
income. In other words, if a teenager earns $1,500 this
year, his or her annual contribution limit would be

$1,500. Other individuals may also contribute directly
to a teen's Roth IRA, but the total value of all
contributions may not exceed the child's annual
earnings or $6,000 (in 2022), whichever is lower. (Note
that contributions from others will count against the
annual gift tax exclusion amount.)

Y Roth IRAs offer an opportunity to learn about
oo important concepts that could provide a
J lifetime of financial benefits.

Lessons for Life

When you open a Roth IRA for a minor, you're giving
more than just an investment account; you're offering
an opportunity to learn about important concepts that
could provide a lifetime of financial benefits. For
example, you can help explain the different types of
investments, the power of compounding, and the
benefits of tax-deferred investing. If you don't feel
comfortable explaining such topics, ask your financial
professional for suggestions.

The young people in your life will thank you — sooner or
later.

For questions about laws governing custodial Roth
IRAS, consult your tax or legal professional. There is
no assurance that working with a financial professional
will improve investment results.

The accompanying pages have been developed by an independent third party. Commonwealth Financial Network is not responsible for
their content and does not guarantee their accuracy or completeness, and they should not be relied upon as such. These materials are
general in nature and do not address your specific situation. For your specific investment needs, please discuss your individual
circumstances with your representative. Commonwealth does not provide tax or legal advice, and nothing in the accompanying pages
should be construed as specific tax or legal advice. Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network,
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser. Financial planning services offered through Silver Leaf Advisors are separate
and unrelated to Commonwealth. Fixed insurance products and services are separate from and not offered through Commonwealth

Financial Network ®.
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